LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO

Wearily hunted the spears their quarry,, strength

was disheartened;

Silence increased with the march of the months
on the tents of the leaguer.

The principle is a line of six feet, preponderantly
dactylic, but anywhere the dactyl can be replaced
by a spondee; but in English hexameter a trochee
can be substituted, as the spondee comes in rarely
in English rhythm. The line is divided by a caesura,
and the variations of the caesura are essential to
the harmony of the verse.

An example of Alcaics from the "Jivanmukta"
(Alcaics is a Greek metre invented by the poet
AJcaeus):

There is/ a si/lence/ greater than/ any/ known/
To earth's/ dumb spi/rit,/ motionless/ in the/ soul/
That has/ become/ eter/nity's foot/hold,

Touched by the/ infini/tudes for/ "ever/.
In the Latin it is:
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